CHINESE ABACUS
The Chinese abacus consisted of pebbles strung on rods inside a frame.  The columns represented decimal places (ones place, tens place, hundreds place, and so on).  Pebbles in the upper part of an abacus corresponded to 5 x 100, or 5, for the first column; 5 x 101, or 50, for the second column; 5 x 102, or 500, for the third column; and so on.  Pebbles in the lower part correspond to 1 x 100, or 1, for the first column; 1 x 101, or 10, for the second column; 1 x 102, or 100, for the third column; and so on.
